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September 7, 1961 
Mr. Burton Coffman 
Manhattan Church of Christ 
48 E. 80th Street 
New York 21, N.Y. 
Dear Brother Coffman: 
I am sorry that the misunderstanding arose about the 
date of my proposed trip to Manhattan. Your letter 
of explanation has been received and Manhattan's 
search for an Associate Minister is understood . 
I kno of nothing that would be more challenging that 
to work with the Manhattan Church or to work with you. 
Your experience and success in the Lord's Work is 
known around the world. Nothing would suit ~e better 
than to ork with you in the great field of New York City . 
It is with great regret that I must refuse your invitation 
to come October 1, 1961. I begin a meeting that day 
in Baxter, Tennessee. The earliest date that I could 
come is October 15, 1961. Would it be possible in 
any way for me to come during the week . My only 
consideration in this request is that I have been 
away from the work here ten weeks this summer. 
The brethren are understandably "tired11 of my 
absenteeism. In order not to jeopardize my position 
here I would strongly favor comi ng on a Wednesday 
evening or anytime during the week. Any such 
cons ideration by the Manhattan Elders would be 
appreciated. 
Fraternally yours, 
John Allen Chalk 
JAG: SW 
